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Our Vision:
A world in which no person is 

needlessly blind or vision impaired. 
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“It’s obscene to let 

people go blind 

when they don’t 

have to.”

- Professor Fred Hollows













"I believe the 

basic attribute of 

mankind is to look 

after one another." 

Professor Fred Hollows (1929 – 1993)
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Restoring and preserving the sight 
of our Pacific neighbours



In the Pacific, The Foundation 
and its partners have supported:

Over 1.22 million consultations

Over 93,750 sight-saving surgeries

The opening of 7 eye clinics

Annual outreach plans



Cataract

• Untreated cataract causes 88% of all blindness 

in Papua New Guinea

Diabetes Eye Disease

• Diabetes Eye Disease is a complication of 

diabetes and is the world’s leading cause of 

blindness in the working age population.

Refractive error

• Globally, uncorrected refractive error is the 

main cause of vision impairment. 

Common Eye Diseases & Disorders



Cataracts

“Good eye service is 

the right of 

everybody, not just 

the wealthy who can 

afford it.”

Professor Fred Hollows





Intraocular lens (IOL)



Diabetes and Diabetes Eye Disease

537 million people have diabetes 

1 in 11 of the world’s adult population 

Pacific has the highest rate of diabetes

Uncommon a generation ago



What a person with Diabetes Eye Disease might see
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Pacific Eye Institute



Diabetic Retinopathy Awareness Training 



Refractive Error
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Outreaches
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Outreaches
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Training the next generation 
of eye health workers



PNG graduation
ADEC students
(Advanced Diploma in 
Eye Care)



“Teach the 

teachers first, then 

the teachers can 

teach others.”

Professor Fred Hollows
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Eye health systems 
are managed locally
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World Sight Day 2024







PNG Centre for Eye Health





In Papua New 

Guinea, 61% of the 

needlessly blind are 

women.





Paediatric Eye Surgical Week



Sustainable Development Goals

• Decent Work and 
Economic Growth

• Reduce Inequality

• Sustainable Cities and 
Communities

• Responsible 
Consumptions and 
Productions 

• Climate Action 

• Partnerships for the 
Goals 

• No Poverty

• Zero Hunger

• Good health and 
Well-being

• Quality Education

• Gender Equality

• Clean Water and 
Sanitation

• Decent Work and 
Economic Growth



The economic impact of sight:

*Economic return includes increased labour 
force participation and productivity, and 
improved education and learning

‘Transforming Lives: An Investment Case for Eye Health’ was 
released in 2023 by The Fred Hollows Foundation and Victoria 

University Institute of Strategic Economic Studies. 
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